
First Grade May/June 2018

Phenology—What’s 
Happening Out There? 
Phenology is the study of seasonal changes.  This month, 
observe moon phases, daylight hours, temperature changes, and 
precipitation.  It is great to look for signs of spring and 
summer!  Students are welcome to bring observations to school 
to include in their phenology journal/iPad. 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CUB CORNER 
Respectful | Responsible | Safe | Kind | Mindful 

Teacher Information 

Marti Starr  
651-325-2430

martha.starr@stpaul.k12.mn.us

Leigah Locke
651-744-1706

leigah.locke@spps.org  

Beth Brzinski 
651-325-2517

elizabeth.brzinski@spps.org

Jeanie Swenson    
651-325-2522  

jeanie.swenson@spps.org

Dates to Remember 

May 
10 Whoever You Are play 
16 Field Trip to the Arboretum 
23 MN Zoo field trip  
22, 24, 29 Enrichment Clusters 
28 Memorial Day-No School 
31  Voice, Choice & Joy Day 

June  
5 Olympic Day  
8 Last Day of First Grade! 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Curriculum Notes 
Reader’s Workshop
Thank you for reading with your children at home and sending in 
reading calendars.  Students have shown amazing growth and 
progress! End of year reading assessments begin this week.

Writer’s Workshop
Students are working on their Expert Books.  It’s fun to see all 
the experts on a variety topics! Our next unit of study is poetry.  
Students will read, write, and share a variety of poems.  They 
will be able to identify features found in poems.  Poetry is a 
great way to end the year, as it allows for great creativity and 
free expression of thoughts without being confined with 
mechanics.  

Everyday Math
Math Journals will be sent home at the end of the year.  Math 
boxes or journal pages that haven’t been completed should be 
completed this summer as a review and/or preparation for fall 
math placement.  
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Capitol Hill is… 

Questions to ask your children:
Student Wellness
What do you need at this time of year so 
you are ready and prepared for an active 
day of learning?  What strategies do you 
use for wellness to help balance yourself?

Student Equity
Culturally relevant teaching and learning 
includes: realness, relevance, relationship, 
and rigor. We continue to focus 
relationships between teacher and student 
and student to student.  We are continuing 
to practice kindness, compassion, and 
empathy in our classrooms.  

Gifted Students
Reflect on your first grade year.  What are 
you able to do now that you couldn’t do at 
the beginning of the year?  What 
accomplishments make you feel proud?  
 
FYI  
Report cards will be mailed home by the 
district.

Thank you!
This is our final newsletter.  We 
have enjoyed working with all 
of your talented children this 
year.  We appreciate all of the 
support you have given.  Have a 
fantastic summer! Thanks :) 
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